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Colloquial Japanese provides a step-by-step course in Japanese as it is written and spoken today.

This new edition has been completely rewritten by experienced teachers; it combines an accessible

approach with a thorough treatment of the language, equipping learners with the essential skills

needed to communicate confidently and effectively in Japanese in a broad range of situations. No

prior knowledge of the language is required.   Key features include:    progressive coverage of

speaking, listening, reading and writing skills jargon-free explanations of grammar, with key

structures presented through user-friendly diagrams  Coverage of the different writing systems of

Japanese: hiragana, katakana and kanji an extensive range of focused and stimulating exercises

realistic and entertaining dialogues covering a broad variety of scenarios useful vocabulary lists

throughout the text additional resources available at the back of the book, including a full answer

key, a grammar summary, a verb/adjective list with conjugation aid, bilingual glossaries and English

translations of dialogues  Balanced, comprehensive and rewarding, Colloquial Japanese will be an

indispensable resource both for independent learners and for students taking courses in Japanese. 

 Supplementary exercise sheets for hiragana, katakana and kanji and two additional units are

available for free download at http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415593304/Â  The units

cover more advanced features of Japanese and incorporate a wide assortment of supporting

exercises.   Accompanying audio material is available to purchase separately on two CDs or in MP3

format, or comes included in the great value Colloquial Japanese pack. Recorded by native

speakers, the audio complements the book and will help enhance learnersâ€™ listening and

speaking skills.  By the end of this course, you will be at Level B1 of the Common European

Framework for Languages and at the Intermediate-Mid on the ACTFL proficiency scales.  Course

components:  The complete course comprises the book and audio materials. These are available to

purchase separately in paperback, ebook, CD and MP3 format. The paperback and CDs can also

be purchased together in the great-value Colloquials pack.   Paperback: 978-0-415-59330-4 (please

note this does not include the audio)  CDs : 978-0-415-59332-8  Ebook: 978-1-315-88977-1 (please

note this does not include the audio, available from www.tandfebooks.com)  MP3s:

978-0-415-59333-5 (available from www.tandfebooks.com)  Pack : 978-0-415-59331-1 (paperback

and CDs)
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I started to learn Japanese using the Clarke's and Hamamura's colloquial book. It's unquestionably

great, especially due to the fact, that it starts to teach you essential Japanese script right from the

start. It uses even the correct stroke order of the hiragana, katakana and kanji. Despite the fact that

I have some language learning experiences (e.g. I am also fluent in Finnish), I did find the Clarke's

approach a little to difficult for the absolute beginner. That is way I ordered Ogawa' s text. After

passing the first month learning experience using this book, I can assure you, that it uses much

frendlier approach. I've just completed second unit with no difficulties at all. It's not a bad idea that it

builds the scripture gradually - at the end of each unit, first familiarise you with hiragana, later with

katakana and in late units also with quite appropriate amount of kanji. As you progress, you come

accross the dialoges, written in Japanese script and I already have a strong feeling that you can feel

yourself much more confident reading and using the script in later units. So I can recommend this

book for the absolute beginner like myself. Thank you for reading this review and have fun with

learning beautiful and interesting Japanese language!
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